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Music development plan summary: 
Creative Learning Partnership Trust 

As a Trust we are committed to delivery a high-quality music curriculum. School music 

provision takes account of the key features in the national plan for music education:  

 timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key 

stages 1 to 3 

 access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

 a school choir or vocal ensemble 

 a school ensemble, band or group 

 space for rehearsals and individual practice 

 a termly school performance 

 opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

This document sets out how we support the development of music at a Trust level. It should 

be read in conjunction with our education strategy and conception of quality for music.  

Our music mission is as follows: 

Music is an essential part of the curriculum and our lives. It has special powers. A great 
education in music is a right for every child. We take this right seriously and work to ensure 

that children receive a rich and inspiring high-quality music curriculum. We know that a 
strong musical curriculum is also built on partnerships - we work closely with music 

teachers and organisations to develop a broad menu of experiences and opportunities. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 24-25 

Date this summary was published September 24 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 25 

Name of the Trust music lead Jonathan Keay  

Name of local music hub  Entrust Support Services 

(Covering Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
Stoke on Trent, Telford & Wrekin) 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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Part A: Supporting schools to consider what makes for high quality 
teaching. 

Our music network meets termly to consider the quality of music teaching across our trust. 

Our thinking is informed by our educational philosophy and strategy. In all our curriculum 

thinking we draw a careful distinction between curriculum, pedagogy and assessment – this 

ensures that the core knowledge we want pupils to know and remember in music is at the 

forefront of our thinking. This clarity about what we want to teach helps us think about how 

we might best approach teaching. We utilise a coaching approach and insights from research 

(including Barack Rosenshine’s principles of instruction) to constantly improve our pedagogy. 

We understand the limitation of assessment and emphasise formative approaches (while 

capitalising on the careful analysis of summative tests and the benefits of assessment ‘as’ 

learning - ‘the testing effect’).  

We are a research/evidence informed organisation. That means that we draw upon ‘best bets’ 

from the education sector to build our curriculum offer. We have invested much time in recent 

years in setting out our ‘conception of quality’ – our shared idea of what makes for quality 

practice. This helps us all improve together and have a shared foundation of knowledge and 

thinking to build upon. This strong ‘conception of quality’ drives our school improvement work 

and collaboration. We have rationalised and summarised complex school improvement 

thinking into accessible documents that help us focus on the most important things (e.g ‘The 

Big 6). 

 

To this end we have drawn upon a range of documents to set out our conception of quality for 

music. This conception is underpinned by a firm understanding of what music teaching should 

do. We set out the following facts to bust any myths that may relate to the teaching of music: 

 

 For too long, music has existed in the service of other subjects and ’wider benefits’. We 

see music as a progression model in its own right - it is a worthy thing to make more 

music, think more musically and become more musical (Ofsted: 2023). 

 We don’t believe that people are either innately good/not good at music. While some 

people do have a natural flair for music, the great majority of musicians spend years 

practising and crafting their work - proficiency is gained through great teaching and 

practise.  

 “When people say artists are born with natural talent, you’re not. You have to really 

learn and really practice.” –Ed Sheeran 
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Part B: What this thinking looks like… 

Our main aim is to ensure pupils make more music, think more musically and become more 

musical. 

Our conception of quality is an evolving document. It sets out our high-level principles relating to 

curriculum, pedagogy and assessment. The PDF snips on pages 5 and 6 exemplify our network 

thinking – the words and aims outlined below will be continually updated.  

The ideas and expectations below were written by our leaders of music for our schools. 
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In the future 

Our Trust plans for the future: 

Our network will keep our conception of quality and overall ambition for music teaching under constant review.  

It is our aim to develop music further and ensure our offer is exemplary and worthy of sharing with others.  

Further information (optional) 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, 

and where they can go to for support beyond the school.  

 

Our thinking is underpinned by: 

Ofsted research review & report   

Rosenshine’s principles of instruction 

researchED series 

DfE: The Power of Music to change lives: a national plan for music education  

National Curriculum  

The EYFS Framework 

  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-music/research-review-series-music
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-music/striking-the-right-note-the-music-subject-report
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ971753.pdf
https://researched.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62bc1242d3bf7f292040d364/The_Power_of_Music_to_Change_Lives.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65aa5e42ed27ca001327b2c7/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_based_providers.pdf

