
 

I will observe rocks and explore how and why they might have changed over time.  

I will identify and classify rocks. 

I will investigate what happens when rocks are rubbed together or what changes occur when they are 

in water and report on my findings. 

I will explore different soils and identify similarities and differences between them.  

Chemistry: Rocks 

What should I already know? 

 How to identify and describe the properties of a range 

of everyday materials. 

 How to group a variety of materials.  

What am I going to learn? 

 To compare and group different kinds 

of rocks based on their appearance 

and simple physical properties. 

 How fossils are formed when things 

that have lived are trapped within 

rocks. 

 That soils are made from rocks and 

organic matter.   

Vocabulary  

Sediment  Natural solid material 

that is moved and 

dropped off in new  

places by water or wind 

e.g. sand.  

Erosion  When wind, water or ice 

wears away land.  

Fossils  The remains of animals 

or plants that lived long 

ago. They give scientist 

clues about the past.  

Fossilisation  The process by which 

fossils are formed.  

Palaeontology  The study of fossils.  
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